
 
 

 
 

We are a joyful community of faith called to proclaim the Christian gospel in 
worship and education, to love one another, and to witness to Jesus Christ through 
prayer, compassion, and justice in our broken and fearful world. As children of 
God, we live not on our own, but by God’s saving grace. 
  

 
September 4, 2016 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.  
  

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE  
 
MEDITATION    
 

To be courageous, is not necessarily to go anywhere or do anything except to make 
conscious those things we already feel deeply and then to live through the unending 
vulnerabilities of those consequences . . .To be courageous is to seat our feelings 
deeply in the body and in the world: to live up to and into the necessities of 
relationships that often already exist, with things we find we already care deeply 
about: with a person, a future, a possibility in society, or with an unknown that begs 
us on and always has begged us on. Whether we stay or whether we go - to be 
courageous is to stay close to the way we are made.     David Whyte 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
 
PRELUDE     (8:15)                  “Lord, I Want to be a Christian”               arr. John Carter 
       (11:00)           Meditation on "Come! Live in the Light" 
 
vCALL TO WORSHIP                               Nancy Morris (8:15) and Tara Lentz (11:00) 
 

We gather in the presence of God: 
who knows us when we wake up 
and when we go to sleep, 
and in the moments between. 

We gather in the house of God: 
who has created a family for us, 
in cities everywhere, 
in places where we least expect to find ourselves. 

We gather to be the people of God: 
who invites us to follow 
in love, in faith, in service. 

 
v HYMN 305                 “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!”  DARWALL’S 148TH 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION     
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
 

Searching God, we are attached to our possessions, and we have trouble 
sharing them or letting them go. We are connected to our pleasures and 
often cannot feel the pain of those around us. We are stuck on ourselves, and 
cannot sense our souls slipping away into the shadows. Most merciful God: 
loosen us from the grip of the world so we may feel your healing touch. 
Sever us from our sin, so your Spirit might bind us to you. Reshape us, 
redeem us, renew us, so we may take up our crosses and follow our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 
 

Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. Christ have mercy. 
Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 

Most loving God, remind us of the saving grace of Christ Jesus.  
Through Christ our Lord. 
(silence)  
Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
vPASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.  
 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
A TIME FOR CHILDREN (11:00) Chandra Allen 
 

       All sing:  Little children, come unto me.   
Little children, come unto me. 
You are made in God’s image, so perfectly. 
Little children, come unto me. 

 

Children ages 3 - 2nd grade may depart after this time to attend Children’s 
Worship. Visitors, please escort your child(ren) and fill out a guest form. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Nolan Huizenga 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
PSALM READING (8:15)                                    Psalm 139:1-18 
 
PSALTER (11:00)                   “I Will Praise You” (Psalm 139) John Arnn 
                                                     Adult Choir 
 

O Lord, you have searched me and know me; 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up. 
You have traced my journey and my resting places 
and are familiar with all my paths. 
No word that I say do you, Lord not already know. 
You have kept close watch around me and have spread your hand over me. 
This knowledge of me is beyond my understanding— 
so high that I can not attain it. 
Where can I go from your spirit? You know me through and through. 
How can I escape your presence when you formed me— 
knit me together in my mother's womb. 
If I take the wings of the morning to the farthest shore of the sea, 
even there your hand will meet me and will hold me fast. 
I will praise you for you fill me with awe! Wonderful are your works. 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts, 



and lead me in the way everlasting. 
I will praise you! 
 

GOSPEL READING                             Luke 14:25-33 
 

For the word of God in scripture,  
for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God.   

 
SERMON                              “Choosing Life”   Rev. Mary Louise McCullough 
 
MOMENT FOR SILENT REFLECTION 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
v HYMN 377            “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”       CRUCIFER 
 
DEDICATION OF LIFE 

 

   Call for the Offering                    
  
 

       Offertory  (8:15)       “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”       Malcolm Archer 
                                                     Janet Fey, soloist 

       See text at Hymn #223 
 

            (11:00)                   “Christ Goes Before”                        Carl Schalk 
                                                             Adult Choir 
 

Christ goes before, and we are called to follow, 
and all who follow find the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
 

Where is that Way we near despaired of finding— 
the way that comes from God and leads to God? 
The realm where God is love and love is King; 
a whole new order for a world astray? 
Who wants to live where there's no love like this? 
Is this the Kingdom we are ready for and desperate to find? 
 

Where is that Truth we near despaired of knowing— 
the truth that comes from God and leads to God? 
The power to set us free, the power to change; 
that faces Pilate and the cross and wins? 
Who wants to live where there's no peace like this? 
Is this the Power we are ready for and desperate to know? 
 

Where is that Life we near despaired of having— 
the life that comes from God and leads to God? 
The hope of glory only Christ can give; 
that shatters death and grief with Easter joy? 
Who wants to live where there's no joy like this? 
Is this the Glory we are ready for and desperate to have? 

 
   vDoxology        OLD 100TH 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God whom we adore. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



      vPrayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Holy one, we learn that some bear crosses hollowed out by hunger while 
some carry crosses called injustice. Sometimes our abundance is a cross 
which we struggle to bear. As we learn to follow you, as we seek to be as 
generous as you, we come to this table and discover that we can bear 
your hope, grace and peace into the world. We offer ourselves this day, 
that we might learn to be a blessing to others in every way. In the name 
of Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 
  THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 

Invitation to the Table 
 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise… 

 

Sanctus                    Daniel Kallman 
 

 
 

Prayer continues to the Lord’s Prayer: 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
  Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

All are invited to partake of the bread and cup by intinction. There will be a 
station in front of each of the downstairs sections of pews. From the balcony, 
please descend the back steps. Please take a piece of bread from the common 
loaf, dip it into the cup, and then take both elements together. If you need to 
be served from your seat, please signal an usher. Gluten-free elements are 
available on the table; let your server know if you wish to receive these. 

 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

It is God who has formed us as a community of faith. 
Now, we will go to find and serve our sisters and brothers. 
It is Jesus who has knit us together as partners in grace. 
Now, we will go to bear the burdens of those around us. 
It is the Spirit who gives us the words we need. 
Now, we will go to speak for justice and hope for all. 
Amen. 

 
vHYMN 749                         “Come! Live in the Light!”                       WE ARE CALLED 
 
vBENEDICTION   
 
POSTLUDE (8:15)       “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”        arr. Robert Lind 
                    (11:00)       Toccata on "Come! Live in the Light” 
 
vPlease rise in body or spirit. 
 

Music is reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-713278. 
Please sign the friendship pad and pass it to those sitting next to you.  

The nursery is located on the first floor of the Christian Education wing. 
Prayer request cards, located in the pew rack, can be filled out and placed in 

the offering plate to share with the pastors and/or prayer group. 
 
Welcome visitors! Should you be looking for a church home and people with whom 
to join in commitment to Jesus Christ, we invite you into the life and ministry of this 
congregation. If you would like to join or have questions, please contact Rev. 
McCullough (marylouise@secondpresbyterian.org, 292-3343). 
 

Hearing-assisted devices and large-print bulletins are available in the narthex.  
If you wish to use a hearing-assisted device, please check one out with one of the ushers 
and return it after the service. 
  

To join our email list, put your email address in the attendance pad with “join email 
list.” Find us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram at username 
2PCNashville.  
 

 

Second Presbyterian welcomes you to join us in our journey of faith, 
regardless of age, race, gender, sexual orientation, economic or family status, 

ethnic background, mental or physical abilities. 
 
Our thanks to: 
Nancy Morris (8:15) Tara Lentz (11:00) for serving as liturgists; Barb and Jon 
Bruce (8:15) Juli and Ralph Mosley, Eileen High, Angie and Sonny Cunningham 
(11:00) for serving as ushers; Marion and John Bradford (8:15) Suzanne Boone, 
Karen Starr, Ann Roberts, John Springer, Tara Lentz and Linda Crossan (11:00) 
for serving communion; Eileen High and Mark French Barrett for serving coffee; 
Ben Owen for serving as elder of the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
This Week at Second 

Today 8:15 a.m. Worship  
Today 9:30 a.m. Adult Education Hour/Children’s Sunday School  
Today 11:00 a.m. Worship 
Today 5:00 p.m. Youth Fellowship 
Monday 9:00 a.m. Strength Training 
Wednesday 9:00 a.m. Strength Training 
Wednesday 6:45 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday 7:00 a.m. Women’s Weekly Hike at Radnor Lake/West Parking 
Thursday 7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
Friday 9:00 a.m. Strength Training 
Next Sunday 8:15 a.m. Worship  
Next Sunday 9:30 a.m. Adult Education Hour/Children’s Sunday School  
Next Sunday 11:00 a.m. Worship 
Next Sunday 4:00 p.m. Festival Singers 
Next Sunday 5:00 p.m. Young Singers 
Next Sunday 5:00 p.m. Youth Fellowship 

 
 

Are you on the Second Presbyterian Directory? Our SPC online directory is up and 
running! If you haven’t submitted an image or checked your contact information yet 
we’d like to help! The Membership Committee will be hosting sessions each Sunday 
through September 11. Come by the Café on Sunday mornings. We will have log-in 
information if you'd like to manage your own information and place an image online, 
or we can help submit your information and take a photo if needed. We’re looking 
forward to seeing you (and on the directory!) soon. 
 

One Service, Commissioning of Choir, Guest Preacher September18. On Sunday, 
Sept. 18 there will be only one worship service at 11 a.m. Trice Gibbons will be our 
preacher, and we will give special thanks to our choir as they continue a new year of 
leading us in worship.  Please come for this special time!  
 

Weekly Food Drive: We will now hold our food drive every Sunday! Our 
donations go to the Martha O'Bryan Center. As a way to extend our table out into the 
community, we ask that you add a number of the following items to your grocery list at 
the and bring them on Sundays: baby food, canned proteins, baking mixes, canned 
fruits, canned vegetables, can openers, canola oil, instant potatoes, condiments, and 
100% fruit juice. 
 

Sign up for the All Church Retreat! Everyone is invited to join in the church fall 
retreat at Dubose Conference Center on October 22-23. Look for sign-ups today or in 
your email inbox. This is a wonderful opportunity for spiritual refreshment, 
intergenerational fellowship, communing with nature and just plain fun. This year’s 
retreat will feature John Bell, a world renowned musician from Glasgow and Iona, 
whose calling card is the revitalization and edifying of singing in the church. His work 
has tones of Celtic music, but is its own gorgeous creation. John Bell is a Church of 
Scotland minister, a member of the Iona Community, a broadcaster, and a former 
student activist. After serving in several churches as pastor and youth minister, he 
joined the Wild Goose Resource Group  in the areas of music and worship. He is a past 
convener of the Church of Scotland's Panel on Worship and also convened the 
Committee to revise the Church Hymnary. In 1987 he wrote The Summons. We will be 
staying in Dubose’s lodging facilities and meals will be provided. Cabins and suites are 
available but limited. Our youth and their leaders will stay in a large three-room cabin 
with bunk beds and a main room with heat! It is also possible to reserve a room in an 
accessible, private motel less than 3 minutes away by car in Monteagle, such as the 
Smokehouse Inn or Super 8, and to join in meals at DuBose at the retreat meal price. 
We do need to know your desire for meals in order to reserve them. Dubose is located 
in Monteagle, TN, just down Highway 41. Nearby is South Cumberland State 
Recreation Area, which includes many hiking trails and overlooks, including Sewanee 
Natural Bridge, Fiery Gizzard Trail, Foster Falls, Savage Gulf, Stone Door, Greeter Falls 
and Grundy Lakes. If you would like to help with the retreat, please contact Burkley 
Allen at burkley.allen@gmail.com. 
 



 
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 
 

St. Clair Blue, whose mom, Anne Brooks Dasher, died this week; Mark Myers, 
whose mother, Willie Mae, died this week; Stacy Rector, whose cousin Riley died 
this week; prayers of gratitude for the life of Susan Richardson, Anne Richardson’s 
aunt; Doris Farley, who is at Somerfield; Doug Murray and David Lyle as they 
grieve the loss of David’s mother, Mary Frances Lyle; Kat Howell’s father, who has 
pneumonia; Anne Henderson and Jim Womack in the death of Anne’s mother, 
Betty Henderson; The Wilson-Patton family, in the recent death of Bill Patton; 
Pearle Buchanan; Linda Hostettler’s niece Devan, joy for healing and reunification 
with family; Bob and Sally Goodrich with the birth of their second grandchild, 
Dylan Tomas Oliver-Goodrich; Bob McComb, LeAnne and Lisa’s father, as he 
recovers from open heart surgery; Margie Bain, who is home after surgery; Phyllis 
Jones’ cousins Spencer, Amanda and Sam Hodnett, as they seek continued 
treatment for Sam’s brain cancer (4 years old); Ron Hostettler’s mother; Margaret 
Blair, who lost her sister Mary Ellen Ceely; Phil Phy, whose mother is in hospice; 
Megan Godbey’s father; Melissa Du Puy’s niece; Lynda Miller’s aunt Eunice, who 
continues to deal with heart issues; Roger Conner’s niece; Brenda Weeks’ brother 
Ron; Jerry Weeks’ aunt Willa Mae; Henry Bedford. 

To add or remove a name on the prayer list,  
please call or email a staff member. 

   
 

Rev. Dr. Mary Louise McCullough Pastor 
Rev. C. Nolan Huizenga Associate Pastor 
Jeanette MacCallum Director of Music Ministry 
Douglas Murray Organist and Accompanist 
Rev. Ben Saunders Director of Youth Ministry 
Chandra Allen Director of Children’s Ministry 
Nicole Gagliano Administrator 
Kathy Culp Administrative Assistant 
Jessica Brown Property Assistant 
Rev. Annie McClure Parish Associate  
 
 

3511 Belmont Boulevard    Nashville, Tennessee 37215 
(615) 292-3343 www.secondpresbyterian.org  



Fun, Food, Fellowship, Friends – the perfect recipe! 
 
 

 
We’re busy putting together the 
@Table Groups for fall startup on 
October 1st!!  
 
This year we are doing something 
new! We’re putting together an 
‘Alternate Group’ for those who 
cannot commit to a regular group.  
 
If you wish to be an alternate, please 
fill out the form or send and email 
to attable@secondpresbyterian.org.  
 
If you want to be included in a 
regular group, but missed the sign-
up, please contact us by email. 
Carole and Linda are available on Sundays to answer your questions. 
 
Please tear off and put the @Table sign-up form and place 
in the offering plate or hand-in at the sign-up table. 
 
 
I/we        are interested in belonging 
to an @Table ‘Alternate Group’.  
 
   Can not commit to a group on a regular basis, but would like to 
be put on an alternate list. Alternates can sign up anytime throughout the 
year. 
 
(Established groups are encouraged to invite alternates when other 
members are unable to attend an event.)  
 
  



Fall Adult Education 
 
Today in the Activity Center: 
Bonhoeffer: Wisdom for Embodying the Gospel in A Postmodern World 
Evon Flesberg from Vanderbilt Divinity School will lead this adult education series. 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Lutheran pastor, theologian, anti-Nazi dissident, 
and key founding member of the Confessing Church. We’ll look at Life Together, a book 
that expresses Bonhoeffer’s convictions regarding Christian community in the midst of 
a politically oppressive context. We will spend our first meeting (Aug 21) getting 
acquainted with Bonhoeffer the person. For the second and third classes, segments 
of Life Together will provide the food for our meditations and reflections. We’ll aim 
to link what we are studying with what what we hear and experience around us. Evon 
Flesberg is a Lutheran pastor, a pastoral counselor at A Talking Place Pastoral 
Counseling Service, and assistant professor in the practice of of pastoral theology and 
counseling at Vanderbilt Divinity School. Bonhoeffer’s Life Together can be purchased 
at amazon.com or in most bookstores. 
 

Today in the Session Room: The Lectionary Bible Study will be led by Robert Early; 
scriptures will be Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; Philemon 1:1-21; Luke 14:25-
33. 
 

Next week in the Session Room: The Lectionary Bible Study will be led by Evelyn 
Graham scriptures will be Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; Psalm 114:1-7; I Timothy 1:12-17; 
Luke 15:1-10. 
 

September 11 and 18 in the Activity Center:  
David A. Weintraub will facilitate a two-part class on his book Religions and 
Extraterrestrial Life (2014). David is a professor of astronomy at Vanderbilt University. 
He has studied carefully the potential impact of the discovery of planets around other 
stars on religion. He will discuss how astronomers will make future discoveries 
indicating the existence of myriad life forms. His class will explore the impact of 
extraterrestrial life on the religious teachings of liberal Protestantism, of Roman 
Catholicism, of Evangelical Christianity, of Judaism, of Islam, or of other major faith 
traditions. 
 

September 25 - October 16 in the Activity Center:  
Choon-Leong Seow is going to lead a series of four classes on his award-winning book 
about Job 1-21. Leong is a renowned scholar of the Hebrew Bible with a deep 
understanding of Near Eastern languages and civilizations. These classes will discuss 
Job in literature as well as theology.   
 

October 30 - November 6 in the Activity Center:  
Jim Hudnut-Beumler will lead a two-part discussion about the response of the 
Protestant faith during times of social and political divisiveness. Jim is a professor at the 
Vanderbilt Divinity School and the former dean.  
 

November 20-November 27 in the Activity Center: Mike Hodge of NOAH will lead 
two classes on NOAH, Nashville Organized for Action and Hope, an interfaith 
organization for social justice and advocacy.  The program will discuss the missions and 
major three objectives of NOAH.  
 

Lectionary Bible study classes will meet each Sunday in the Session Room except 
during Choon-Leong Seow’s course about Job 1-21. This Bible study uses the Sunday 
lectionary scriptures that are also utilized for worship here and in other churches. The 
class welcomes all who may be interested. Bibles are provided, or bring your own as we 
seek to hear the Word of God speaking through its historical context, and for us today.   
 

*There will be no Adult Education classes on October 23 (Fall Retreat) or 
November 13 (Stewardship Breakfast). 
  



Experience the Hospitality of Different Faith Traditions 
Listen to Clergy and Members from the Muslim, Jewish, 
Christian, Buddhist & Hindu Faiths Share Their Stories 
Learn about the Basic Tenets of Each Faith Tradition as well as 
Teachings on Love & Compassion! 

 
 

	
  

	
	
 

Schedule: 
1:00 - 1:30    Reception & Appetizers at the Islamic Center of Nashville  
                       (2515 12th Ave. S.) 
1:30 - 2:15    Islamic Center of Nashville  
                       (Islam:  Rashed Fakhruddin)  
2:30 - 3:30    Second Presbyterian Church  
                      (Christianity:  A panel of Christian denominations) 
3:45 - 4:30    Sherith Israel   
                      (Judaism:  Rabbi Saul Strosberg)  
4:45 - 5:45    Sri Ganesha Temple  
                      (Hinduism: Radha Babu-Reddy & Buddhism by Nat Brown)  
 

For more information or to register, please contact 
Rashed Fakhruddin (rfakhruddin@gmail.com) or (615) 480-6146. 

A Caravan Tour of Places of Worship 
An Intimate View of Nashville’s Diverse Community of Religions 

Sunday, September 25, 1:00 p.m. – 6 p.m. 

The Dharma Center, Second Presbyterian Church, 
Interfaith Council of Vanderbilt, Islamic Center of Nashville,  

Metro Human Relations Commission, Sherith Israel & 
 Sri Ganesha Hindu Temple  

Invite You to Enjoy Our 


